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“Friday Letter” 
To the Board of Directors 

May 25, 2012 
 

From: Rick Howard, General Manager 
 
General Manager/Administration: 

 
 This has been a very busy week!  Director’s Graves and Tetreault met with Dina and me on 

Thursday to discuss options pertaining to the Capital Improvement Financing Program.  I 

will be bringing a proposal to the Board on June 20, 2012 as a part of the overall Budget 

process so that we can move forward with those projects identified in the Master Plans. 

 Also on Thursday, Veolia staff hosted a lunchtime BBQ at WWTP 2 to commemorate the 

completion of Veolia’s first year of their current five year agreement with the District.  

Directors Graves, Mattison and Tetreault attended.  Thank you Veolia for the great BBQ!  

 Just an FYI – I will be on vacation the first two (2) weeks of July.  There is no Board meeting 

missed as the meeting on the 4th of July is cancelled due to the Independence Day Holiday. 

I will be house boating on Lake Powell with family and friends. 

 Sunday is Aaron’s birthday!  Happy Birthday Aaron!  
 
Water and Wastewater Services 

 
 The Bio-solids Project continues to move forward.  Today, there was a concrete pour that 

began in the early morning and finished up around noon.  There was over 70 yards of 

concrete delivered and poured for the Belt Press pad.  Also, the Aero Mod Belt Press we 

ordered last fall arrived this week from Kansas.   See photo, below: 
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 The SSMP is scheduled for Board consideration on June 6, 2012. 

 On Wednesday, we had a Water and Wastewater Sub Committee meeting.  The meeting 

was, as always, beneficial. 

 Well 5B was again tested this past week and it appears that there is an issue with high salt 

content.  The results are being analyzed by our Water Engineer’s, Luhdorff and Scalmanini.  

Well 5B is back in service.  The water from the well is diluted between the other wells and 

does not pose a threat as the water continues to remain below reporting levels.  

 I want to keep this as a reminder to the Board - our NPDES permit is up for renewal.  The 
hearing is tentatively scheduled for June 8, 2012 in Sacramento.  Gregory Harris, Virgil, and 
I are planning on attending the hearing.  During the public comment period, there were 
two comments received.  The proposed permit and the comments can be found on the 
CRWQCBwebsite:http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/tentative
_orders/index.shtml  Scroll down to Contra Costa County then to Discovery Bay for 
additional information.  We anticipate the Board adopting staff’s recommendation, which 
is favorable to the District. 
 

 The Salinity study continues to move forward.  We are in the sampling collection phase. 
The study will take approximately three (3) weeks to complete, then a while longer to 
analyze the data. 
 
 

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/tentative_orders/index.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/tentative_orders/index.shtml
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Financial Services  

 Finance continues to prepare the budget document.  This year’s CIP has been converted 

from a one (1) year CIP to a five (5) year outlook.  I think this will provide us with a pretty 

good planning window into the future capital needs of the District. 

 The Budget Review Committee met on Wednesday May 23, 2012 to review the FY 2012-13 

District Operating and Maintenance, Five (5) year Capital Improvement Program Budget, 

and revenue projection for the next fiscal year.   

 The next Budget Review Committee meeting is Wednesday May 31, 2012 at 3:00 p.m.  The 

topic of the meeting will be the entire proposed FY 2012-13 District wide budgets.  This will 

be a final draft prior to going to the Board on June 6 for transmittal.  There is a Board 

Workshop scheduled for Wednesday June 13, 2012 at 6:30 p.m.  

 This July Dina will travel to Salt Lake City for Caselle financial training.  This is the final 

phase of the software application authorized by the Board with the adoption of this current 

year’s budget.  The training will include: Purchase Order and Requisition training; Accounts 

Payable training; Accounts Receivable training; General Ledger training; Budgeting Module 

training & Report training.  This will finally end our reliance on QuickBooks. 

Parks and Landscape Services 

 On Wednesday afternoon, President Steele and Director Simon toured the facilities at 

Cornell Park with Fairin and I.  There was a punch list of items to be addressed by the 

landscape vendor.  Valley Crest Landscape was on site first thing Thursday morning 

addressing the punch list. 

 Fairin received the environmental clearance and the County will initiate bidding for the 

Slifer Park Shade Structure Project. Hopefully, the structures will be in before the end of 

summer. 

 The Highway 4 (east) landscape improvement project will start next week.  This project is 

being performed in-house. 

 Just a reminder that on May 31, 2011, both Fairin and Estevan will be attending a CPRS Turf 

Maintenance demonstration and maintenance program at the home of the Oakland A’s.  

The head groundskeepers from the A’s, Giants and Arizona Diamondbacks will be there to 

share their secrets on how they keep their fields looking so unbelievably good! 
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Important Dates 

 Upcoming important dates are as follows: 

 Budget Review Committee Meeting – Wednesday, May 30, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. 

 Next CSD Regular Board Meeting – Wednesday, June 6, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Special Budget Workshop – Wednesday June 13, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

 2nd Annual Great American Campout – Saturday June 23, 2012 at Cornell Park 

 Annual Paddle for Fame and Community Concert – Saturday June 30, 2012 – DB Marina 
 


