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“Friday Letter” 

To the Board of Directors 
October 12, 2012 

 
From: Rick Howard, General Manager 
 
General Manager/Administration: 
 

 The Board meeting of October 17, 2012 will be completely paperless.  There will not be any 

binders distributed to you on the Friday prior to Wednesday night’s meeting.  The time 

saved copying and putting together the 9 binders for the meetings and distributing them is 

roughly 3 hours.  Just in case, I will have 1 back up binder available for next week’s 

meeting. 

 As I noted last week, Kiper is moving on their model home complex in The Lakes.  It’s been 

awhile since this has been taking place in Discovery Bay! 

 

 PG&E is working throughout the area (not just in Discovery Bay) to identify those gas 

pipelines that are subject to replacement.  PG&E is attempting to replace 66 miles of gas 

pipelines by the end of 2013.  There are segments in the area that are on that list and will 

be replaced. 
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 The handicap access ramp here at the District Office is slated for construction beginning 

October 18th.  The project should take 3 weeks to complete. 

 The 2nd Board meeting in November will be cancelled.  It is the day before Thanksgiving.  

Please plan accordingly.  As always, if there is an urgent item that requires Board 

consideration and authorization, we will schedule a Special Meeting to address the subject. 

 Sue Heinl is celebrating her birthday this weekend and going to the Carmel Film Festival! 

 As I noted under separate cover, three (3) juveniles were apprehended after vandalizing 

neighborhoods throughout Town, including the Cornell entry sign earl this morning.  I will 

be working with the Sheriff to make sure restitution is paid.  See below: 

 

Water and Wastewater Services 
 
 This has been a relatively “quiet” week (knock on wood!) in the Water and Wastewater 

division.   
 

 Concrete forming on the 4th Solar Pad has begun, and will take a couple of weeks to 
complete.  Once complete, concrete pours will be coordinated. 
 

 We seem to be running into roadblocks on identifying a suitable location for Well 7.  A 
meeting is being scheduled with Luhdorff and Scalmanini in the next week or so to address 
this.  We need to identify a site and begin the environmental and testing process as soon as 
possible in order to have the well in operational status in 2014.  
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 I am finally getting a chance to get back to the L.E.D. light retrofit project.  Virgil and I have 
discussed some options and are evaluating the proposal we received earlier this year.  The 
cost savings, after the initial install, are relatively substantial.  Stay tuned on this project. 

 
Financial Services 

 Finance has been working with Caselle to revamp the look of our water bills.  This will allow 

us to provide additional information to our customers, with the goal of providing real time 

water usage data.  I should have a couple of samples for you to see in the next week or so. 

 Each month we process approximately 2,100 water bill checks that arrive consistently 

throughout the month.  In order to provide a more accurate and efficient method of 

collection and deposit, Dina and I have been looking into a “Drop Box” where checks would 

be mailed to and remotely deposited into our account.  This would be similar to how PG&E 

handles their customer payments.  We are early in the process, and will keep you posted if 

this option appears viable. 

Parks and Landscape Services 

 There has been a bevy of activity on Clipper Drive this week.  Crews continue to work 

towards a completion later this month.  Underground irrigation that has been in place for 

years continues to pose roadblocks.  

 As the holiday season approaches, Fairin and her staff are looking to make a few small 

additions to the entry displays.  Decorations should start going up the weekend after 

Thanksgiving.  The holiday decorations will come down after the New Year and the lights 

will remain up until Daylight Savings Time begins in March.  

Important Dates 

 Upcoming important dates are as follows: 

 Chamber and Lions Club Business Expo and Concert – Saturday, October 13, 2012 – 
Discovery Bay Yacht Harbor  

 East Bay Regional Park District – Grand Opening & Dedication of Big Break Visitor Center – 
Saturday, October 13, 2012 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 CSD Regular Board Meeting – Wednesday, October 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Discovery Bay Chamber of Commerce Mixer at Orwood Resort – Tuesday, October 23, 2012 
at 6:00 p.m. 

 CSD Regular Board Meeting – Wednesday, November 7, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 CSD Regular Board Meeting – Wednesday, November 21, 2012 – CANCELLED for the 
Thanksgiving Holiday 


